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1 LOOTING THE
CARAVAN OF QURAYSH

The first allegation is that Prophet Muhammad, (pbuh), was 
the one who initiated fighting by trying to loot the caravan of 
Quraysh in what is known as the Battle of Badr.

It is clearly false on the following grounds:

The Muslims had every right to recover or recoup some of 
the losses caused by the persecution of the Makkan people 
who took their property and harassed them for years. 

i

The Prophet was the embodiment of truthfulness and 
honesty. And one of the main principles he kept urging 
people to hold is to not take the properties of others
unjustly, warning them of the severe punishment that 
awaits the perpetrators thereof.

ii



Given the outspokenness of the followers of the Prophet 
that manifested whenever they misunderstood anything 
of Islam or of his actions, why is there no report of them 
objecting such action on the part of the Prophet or 
asking him for explanation?

iii

There is a difference between preparing to intercept
the caravan, which happened for good reasons — and 
saying that the Prophet initiated the war against the 
Makkan people. 

iv

The Makkans persecuted Muslims, confiscated their 
properties in Makkah, before they had to leave the entire 
city for safer places

v
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Even though the Muslims could have been justified even 
to initiate fight at that time, because of the persecution 
or oppression that they suffered before, and the legiti-
mate right of self-defence, they did not initiate any fight.

vii

The Makkans' intentions from the very beginning, and 
the persecution they inflicted upon Muslims showed 
that the intention was not really that innocent, or pure. 
Although information reached them that the Muslims 
did not intercept the caravan, they insisted on remaining 
with their arms and celebrating this incident with 
slaughtering animals and drinking to show their power 
and to supposedly instil fear in the hearts of people.

vi

11Peace and Justice For All - Part 4



2 THE QUR'AN
IS ANTISEMITIC

In order to understand this allegation, we have to note the 
following:

We have to understand the meaning of antisemitism. It 
means being against the Semites. Many Arabs desc- 
ended from Ishmael, who is the brother of Issac, whose 
son was Jacob or Israel. Thus, the Arabs are in a sense, 
cousins with the Israelites, and were Semites, or as 
Alfred Lilienthal put it, purer Semites. 

i

There was a time when many people from Central Asia 
actually became Jews. The genuine Jews from the
descendants — physical descendants of Isaac — would 
not be like blond or blue eyed

ii
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The Bible itself predicted in the book of Genesis, when 
the angel was telling Hajar, the mother of Ishmael, that 
God will multiply you like the stars in heaven. So, there 
are lots of Semite people who are Muslims. 

iii

Islam condemns hating anyone, because they happen 
to be Semite or non-Semite.iv

Why talk only about one particular form of antisemitism 
that applied to some Jews, because not all of them are 
Semite, and never speak about antisemitism against 
the Palestinian people. People being killed, the land has 
been appropriated. The refugees are not allowed to get 
back to their property and their homes. Homes are bull-
dozed. Farms are confiscated. 

v
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And when we condemn antisemitism against Jews, just 
because they are Semite, we should also condemn in 
equal and even stronger terms, the massive, oppressive, 
and aggressive antisemitism against the Palestinian

vi

Prophet Muhammad himself is a pure Semite. He's a 
descendant of Ishmael, and so he would not have con-
veyed a Qur'an which is against his ethnicity.

vi

There are a lot of fair-minded Jews who spoke in no 
uncertain terms against the policies of the Israelis 
against the Palestinians, and spoke against Zionism, 
and opposed the establishment of Israel.

vii
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Not all Jews are responsible for the aggression against Pales-
tinians

The suffering of the Palestinians does not mean that all Jews 
are responsible for that. And I may make a suggestion quite 
sincerely to my Muslim brothers and sisters, to avoid saying 
that the Jews persecuted the Palestinians; the Jews took away 
the land and rights of Palestinians.

They must reakise that it is not only the Muslim Palestinians 
who have suffered, all Palestinians, including Christian.  And I 
heard representatives of Palestinian Christians speaking about 
the difficulties in accessing their holy sites in Jerusalem.
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3 THE BLESSED
DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM

In the book of Genesis in chapter 12, verses two and three, we 
find that God has made a solemn promise to Prophet Abraham 
to bless the nations of the earth through his descendants.

The children of Ishmael were blessed also, and here are the 
proofs:

The promise was given to Abraham before he had any 
children, because his first wife, Sarah, was barren. Sarah 
was barren, and was really eager that Abraham would 
have descendants. But the Bible also addresses her as a 
wife, as his wife, regardless of her background, so she's 
mentioned in more than one place as a wife of Abraham.

i

Hagar gave birth to the son of Abraham, Prophet Ishmael 
and prophet Ishmael actually is the progenitor of Proph-
et Muhammad, (pbuh).

ii
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Genesis chapter 12, says that the promise is for the 
seeds of Abraham, or the descendants of Abraham, but 
did not name one child or the other.

iii

Such prophecy was fulfilled in its fullness. In Genesis 
chapter two and three, Ishmael is a legitimate son of 
Abraham, and it also calls his mother the wife of Abra-
ham. Only one person qualifies for this, the one who 
came from the descendants of Ishmael, no question 
about it, namely, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

iv

The office of prophethood and spiritual leadership 
remained among the descendants of Isaac for a very, 
very long time, until Prophet Jesus, (pbuh). But this does 
not necessarily mean negating the right of Ishmael.

v
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The same chapter, in Genesis chapter 21, speaks also 
about God blessing also the son of the bondwoman, i.e., 
the son of Hagar, Ishmael. It says, Allah also will bless 
him, and will multiply his descendants like the stars of 
the heaven. Muslim form a big number in the world and 
are increasing and surpassing other faith followers.

vi

If you look carefully into the Bible, you find that it is 
known that male circumcision was regarded as the 
symbol of covenant between God and His people. The 
book of Genesis tells us that Ishmael, and the male 
members of his household were taken, and they were 
circumcised.

He was circumcised before the birth of Isaac because 
according to the Bible, the first son of Abraham was born, 
when Prophet Abraham was about 86 years. And when 
Isaac was born, Abraham was 100 years, which means 
that when Isaac was born, Ishmael was already about 14 
years old. So even before the birth of Isaac, that symbol 
of covenant was fulfilled in Ishmael

vii

To conclude, the claim that Islam is antisemitic, is totally false 
and irrational. To say that Islam or the Quran is anti-Judaism 
as a faith is totally false on the basis of the text of the Qur'aan, 
and reason, as well. 
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THE ENMITY OF THE
JEWS STATED IN THE QUR'AAN

Allah said in the Qur'aan, (chapter five, verses 82 and 83) that 
you will find that those who are most in enmity to the believers 
are the Jews, and those who are Mushrikeen — those who join 
others with Allah.

Some people use this verse to claim that Islam instigates 
hatred and enmity against Judaism or the Jews.

In response to this, the following points should be noted:

the verse after that says that you will find the most or the 
closest of them, meaning in love, to the believers, i.e., to 
the Muslims, are those who say, we are Christians. 

i
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And when they hear what has been sent down to the Messenger 
i.e. the Quran, the revelation, you will see that their eyes are 
flowing with tears because of the truth. They say, O Allah, we 
believe, so write us among those who bear witness.  Now if the 
previous verse includes all jews, does this verse include all 
Christians in all places in all times?

History disproves this claim. The Muslims received the most 
atrocious attacks at the hands of Christians (the many crusades, 
the inquisition, the colonisation, the massive killing of civilians 
in wars, etc.), not at the hands of the Jews.

We ask ourselves here, is that also for all times for all 
places? Or does it refer also to a particular group of Chris-
tians? Maybe the rest of the following verse explains it: 
that is because among them (those Christians that the 
Quran speaks about) are clergy, or priests, and monks, 
and that they are not arrogant. 

ii
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But some historians as well say that this Ayah could possibly 
be applied, or could be on the occasion of some Christian 
delegation, who came to the Prophet Muhammad, (pbuh), in 
Madinah, to inquire about Islam; they asked him to recite what 
the scripture of Islam says. And actually, some of them, indeed, 
were so much touched, that they found the real truth about the 
teaching of Jesus and Muhammad and all of the prophets.

And there is a report that one group of men embraced Islam.

This verse of the Quran does not incite violence or hatred 
toward Jews; rather, it says that you will find that Jews will be 
most hateful of Muslims.
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5 FIGHTING THE JEWS
TOWARDS THE END OF TIME

There is a sound Hadeeth in which the prophet stated that 
towards the end of time, the Jews will fight the Muslims, and 
there will be a fight and the Jews will hide behind the trees and 
stones, and such trees and stones will call the Muslims and 
tell them about the hiding Jew. This Hadeeth is used to 
support the alleged violence against non-Muslims.

The answer is this:

It is a prophecy like that the Armageddon in the Bible. It 
is something that will happen in the future but it does 
not encourage anyone to depend on it and go and fight 
them based on this prophecy

i

No Hadeeth or any Islamic text for that matter com-
mands the Muslims to extirpate the Jews.ii

The Hadeeth begins by saying that the Jews will fight 
against you; i.e., it is they who will initiate fighting 
against you, i.e., unprovoked aggression. 

iii
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6 THE JEWS
IN MADINAH

During the persecution of the Muslims in Makkah, some 
people from Yathrib (later called Madinah) accepted Islam. 
But when they went back, and Islam began to spread in Yath-
rib, and the reputation and personality of the Prophet, (pbuh), 
was known already among all people that he is a peace seeker 
and also a peacemaker, even before he was a Prophet, the 
Muslims in Yathrib suggested saying, why don't you instead of 
enduring all this suffering and persecution, why don't you
migrate to our city, maybe Allah will bring some peace through 
your presence and you can unite all the residents of Yathrib?

Then Allah gave permission to the Prophet, (pbuh), to migrate. 
Before him even some already had migrated.

When he reached Madinah, he was received very, very enthusi-
astically by all. The three major things he did were:
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Mu'aakhaah, you might call it buddy system. Muslims had 
ever since been persecuted, and they lost their property 
because of the persecution of the Makkan people; some 
of them came penniless or with very little, so he decided 
that each resident of Yathrib (now called Madinah) must 
be like a buddy or brother for one of his brothers migra- 
ting from Makkah. That mean at least, to host them to 
help them a little until they stand on their feet. 

i

Building the masjid, which was like a community centreii

Writing Sahifatul Madinah (a treaty). In that treaty since 
Jewish presence was strong, and the prophet was
accepted by all, all residents or the majority of residents 
in Madinah all consented; nobody expressed objection 
to his being the head of the community to bring people 
together. Such treaty acted as the Constitution of Madi-
nah, which included:

iii
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a All Muslims, irrespective of their tribes or ethnicities are 
all one Ummah (community of believers). Ummah here is 
not nation, because nations are defined by boundaries, 
geographic boundaries, common history, or whatever. 
Now Islam determines the criterion to be your accep-
tance of Islam

b All the Jews in Madinah are also one Ummah, a com-
munity of believers, as distinct from other people

c The treaty guarantees everyone, Muslims, Jews and others, 
the full freedom of belief and religious practice, and the 
Jews have their own autonomy. They have their own rabbis 
just running this almost like independent in the matter of 
civil relations.
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d Neither side will host or give refuge to someone who 
committed a crime. 

e All residents of Madinah, meaning Muslims and Jews are 
supposed to collaborate together to defend Madinah. 
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7 THE BETRAYAL OF
THE JEWISH RESIDENTS

30

The approach of the Prophet towards breachers of the treaty 
showed that:

Whenever possible, and if there is no immediate danger, 
he punished, but not in a very harsh way; he was more 
inclined to show magnanimity

i

His punishment was not generalised. ii

And that punishment was proportionate to the degree 
or extent of offense committed in breaking the treaty. 
Not all Jewish tribes had the same punishment when 
they broke the treaty.

iii
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8 THE BIGGEST OFFENCE
COMMITTED BY BANU QURAYZAH

31

In the Battle of the Trench, or the Allies. It is called the allies 
also because the idolatrous Arabs this time wanted to finish 
with Islam, the Prophet and Muslims, once and for all.

They tried to persuade other tribes in Arabia, to raise an army of 
10,000 with the best arms and equipment, horses and 
everything, believing they would crush the Muslims as the 
number of Muslims and the resources and assets at that time 
were far smaller in number and strength. They planned to lay 
siege to Madinah, and force the Muslims to give up and get 
finished off.
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The Muslim existence was at stake. Apparently, there have 
been contact between the Banu Qurayzah, who are side by side 
co-citizens with Muslims, and the enemy. One of the leaders, or 
the leader of Banu Qurayzah was approached by another 
Jewish leader who tried to provoke him to break his treaty with 
the Prophet, about whom he admitted, 'We have not seen from 
Muhammad except fidelity to his commitment.' Under this 
pressure, he eventually agreed.

The Prophet sent someone to confirm from them personally; 
and they denied any treaty, and colluded with the enemies to 
implode Islam from within.
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9 THE PUNISHMENT
OF BANU QURAYZAH

34

Now, the Prophet Muhammad, (pbuh), was commanded by Allah 
to send an army to surround or to lay siege to the fortification, or 
the quarters where that particular offending tribe was living.

They laid the siege until they surrendered and agreed to select 
Sa'd bin Mu'aaz as the arbitrator. According to the account of Ibn 
Ishaaq, the number of people who were executed, amounted to 
600. And it said that even people who just reached adolescence 
were also included among those who were executed, and the 
women and children were taken as captives.

This account of Ibn Ishaaq is quoted to prove the cruelty of Islam.
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The answer to this allegation is that this account cannot be 
authentic for the following reasons:

Logically, one would look first in the Quran if there's any 
mention of that story. The Qur'an mentioned battles 
that were far less in the number of casualties. So, the 
Qur'an would have mentioned such a big incident if it 
was true.

i

The story is not accounted in the Hadeeth, despite its 
alleged enormityii

Some great authorities of Hadeeth such as Al Awzaa'i, 
Imam Maalik and Ibn Hajar Al Asqalaani, did not agree 
with the account of Ibn Ishaaq.

iii

It is contrary to the values and teachings of Islam to kill 
those who did not participate in the betrayal. The Qur'an 
declares that none should bear the offence of others.

iv
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It is almost identical in many details with the famous 
story of the Masada between the Jews and the Roman.v

The story was not reported by the contemporaries of 
the Prophet who reported his life.vi

No site was identified as being the place of such alleged 
massacre, and the descendants of Jews did not come 
later to see the place of their fathers' death.

vii
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10 LESSONS WE LEARN
FROM THIS DISCUSSION

38

In the Quran, we can find dialogue between Allah, the Creator, 
and His angels, when He informs them that He is going to 
create a trustee on Earth.

You find also dialogue between Allah, the Creator, and Iblees, 
the evilest being

That we need to have dialogue among Muslims them-
selves, because Muslims also have misconceptions 
about others and about their own faith as well. 

i

That we have interfaith dialogue, as well as civic invo- 
lvement of Muslims when they are living in a minority 
situation. Dialogue is imperative.

ii
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Allah tells us in the Qur'an that the people of the book are
not equal.

Allah tells us in the Qur'aan that we should not revile the gods 
of other people lest they revile Allah.

So, the Quran forbids this kind of injurious statements about 
what other people believe in, you might not believe in it; you 
can make objective critique but don't put it in such a way that 
it injures people’s feeling;

The Quran teaches us to address not only minds, the 
human being is not just intellect or mind or body, but 
spirit as well; we should address people both on the 
logical level, as well as appeal to their hearts

iii
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Allah instructs the prophet Muhammad to "ask them, 
‘who created the heavens and earth’?" Say to them "and 
either we or you are either guided or in manifest error". 

iv

There is an inspiration, innate nature of what is right and what's 
wrong, what's ethical and what is not. So, we should capitalise 
on the positive part of human nature rather than have a sort of 
negative, dark kind of view of human nature.

A very key reference to that in the Quran is 
"Invite all to the way of your lord with Wisdom, 
and beautiful preaching, and argue with them in 
the best possible ways."
Al Qur’an 16:125
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Allah also told the prophet to say, (You are not to be asked 
about our crimes, and we are not to be asked about your deeds.

Allah says, "Do not argue with the people of the 
book except in the way that is best, except for 
those of them who commit aggression, and say 
to them 'We believe in what has been revealed to 
you" meaning in the original, unchanged form, 
"and what has been revealed to us", the Quran, 
"and our God, and yours is one and the same, to 
whom we all submit".
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Allah is saying this despite the important theological differenc-
es, (i.e., between the concept of Trinity and the Oneness of 
Allah, as understood in Islam). Also, the Quran says that our 
God and yours is one and the same. There are differences. 
Some are important. But can we find any ground at least to 
bring us closer to one another? That means Jews, Christians 
and Muslims may debate theological issues, but after all, a 
common ground is the oneness of God. 

Furthermore, when the Quran itself indicates that not all previ-
ous revelations were preserved intact, the Quran was very
fortunate to be preserved intact in the original language 
spoken by its prophet.
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11 CIVIC
RESPONSIBILITY

43

Muslims living a non-Muslim majority adopt any of three 
strategies:

Integration (active engagement with retaining one's iden-
tity), following the example of the prophet Muhammad, 
who remained in Makkah despite the rejection of his 
people enduring all kinds of torture and persecution, 
before he was commanded to leave for Madinah. He was 
a party in Hilful fudool, a pact of justice and chivalry for 
the support of the oppressed the weak and the strangers, 
etc, in the Era of Ignorance.

i

Complete assimilation, which refers to forgetting about 
their identity as Muslims and being just content to fit in 
whatever society requires, despite their awareness that 
is Islamically not accepted. 

ii
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Isolation. Total abstention from mixing with the other 
religious communities.iii

The answer is that this is not only impractical, but also 
unislamic. We ask ourselves, according to the Quran, did the 
prophets (Noah, Abraham and others), who were raised in 
societies that overwhelmingly rejected their message, isolate 
themselves to retain their purity?
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12 PEACE WITH
THE ENVIRONMENT

46

Peace with the environment is related to the topic in that:

Many people could be motivated with noble motives to preserve 
the biodiversity and balance. But for the Muslim, in addition to 
what motivates people to carefully look at the way they deal 
with the environment, he has an additional motivation, and that 
is the pleasure of Allah.

Islam means to seek peace with God, inner peace, and 
peace with the creation of God, a small part of which is 
the environment.

i

Islam again, is a complete way of living, and environ-
mental protection is essential for the living of people in 
this generation, and generations to come. So, it's part of 
the definition of Dean, Islamic comprehensive approach 
to life.

ii

In Islam, there is the concept of trusteeship that Allah 
created the human, as His trustee, or humans as trust-
ees of Allah on earth, meaning that we have to think 
wisely how to make use but not abuse the beautiful 
resources and capabilities that Allah has given us, not 
only in our own bodies, minds and spirits as humans, 
but also the resources in the beautiful universe around 
us and more particularly the ecology on our Earth

ii
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PRESERVATION OF
ENVIRONMENT IN THE
QUR'AN AND SUNNAH:

47

Allah says, "Mischief [or corruption] has appeared on 
the land and sea because of what the hands of men 
earned, that [Allah] may give them a taste of some of 
their deeds in order that they may return from evil". 
Fasaad means corruption, evil things, wrong things 
which could be physical, or otherwise. If you take it in 
terms of ecology, the corruption of our environment is 
mainly because of our hands, our abuse of resources, 
our pollution of water, air, earth, etc. 

i

Allah said, "We have made the heavens a well-protected 
canopy". This is described in the Quran 14 Centuries 
ago, before the scientists were able to say that there is 
a kind of envelope, atmospheric envelope of the earth. 
Such protecting element is the ozone layer.

ii
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The Quran describes the sky as something that returns, 
meaning returning the rain. Returning the rain means 
that it gets the evaporated water up there and returns it 
back to earth in the form of rain. So, the interaction 
between the skies and earth cannot be really separated.

iii

Allah mentions in the Qur'aan the He blessed the earth.iv

The prophet Muhammad, (pbuh), said that people have 
common access or should have common access or 
collective ownership of three things:1) firewood, so that 
you don't say all the forests are my property, because 
this is needed in many societies as a basic means of 
living, 2) pastures in open lands; and 3)  water in rivers, 
canals or oceans that if you claim one ownership on it, 
you will deprive other people from access to water, 
which is very basic to life.

v
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Prophet Muhammad, (pbuh), forbade Muslims from 
cutting fruitful trees, without necessity.

The pilgrimage, which is one of the five pillars of Islam 
is a good training also, in living in complete peace with 
the creation of Allah, including even trees. It is forbid-
den for any person doing pilgrimage, to cut even a leaf 
from a tree.

vi

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), declared Makkah (not 
Ka'bah only), and the environs in Makkah, as a reserve in 
a way. 

vii

The Quran even encourages us to appreciate the beauty, 
not just functionality of plantation, in more than one 
place. Allah said, look at its fruits and its ripening. We 
look at the beauty of the plants when they bloom.

viii
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The Qur'an and Sunnah speak about the beauty of 
horses, and animals at largeix

Islam commands that we should not pollute the envi-
ronment: not to relieve ourselves in water, in the shade, 
and the like of similar amenities.

x
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Q1 WHAT DOES ISLAM HAVE
TO SAY ABOUT ANIMAL CARE?

52

The prophet said that a woman was thrown in the Hellfire 
because she caged a cat and let it die of starvation.

The prophet said that a woman was forgiven her big sins 
because she offered water to a dog dying of thirst.The prophet 
forbade instigating animals to fight one another.

ANSWER:
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Q2 ARE THE MUSLIMS
ANTISEMITIC, ANTI-ZIONISM?

53

The Muslims are told in the Qur'an that the People of the Book 
in general are not alike. And to assume that all Jews or all 
Israelis are all in the same mind, like their political or military 
leadership is a bad mistake. And it is a kind of stereotype. You 
can talk about majority; you cannot talk about everyone being 
of the same mind. Muslims, like many just Jews, condemn 
Zionism as a political aggressive ideology, but many of them 
are pure Semites. So, the question of antisemitism is really a 
lame argument. 

ANSWER:
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Q3

IS THERE A TRACE IN THE
QURAN THAT JUDAISM ITSELF AS A
RELIGION IS SOMETHING THAT SHOULD 
BE DEMOLISHED OR SHOULD BE REMO- 
VED FROM THE WORLD OR SHOULD
BE HATED?

54

There is not a shred of evidence that the Quran speaks about Jud- 
aism as such. The Qur'an speaks about Moses, to whom Jews are 
so much attached, in a very good way. His name appeared in the 
Quran very frequently. He is described as one of the Ulul 'Azm, as 
one of the greatest five prophets in human history.

The Quran speaks highly about the Torah, the original,  affirming 
that "in it are guidance and light". 

ANSWER:
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